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FROM THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S DESK

I am pleased to bring out the second issue of RC-Bajo
Muensel coinciding with Bhutan’s 100" National Day
Celebration on the 17" December 2008. It is indeed an
auspicious occasion to reflect on the golden era of 100 years
of peace, prosperity and harmony under the benevolent
Hereditary Monarchs in Bhutan. RC Bajo feels especially
proud to publish this second issue to commemorate this
joyous occasion.

RC Bajo mainly carries out adaptive research to identify
relevant technologies for the Bhutanese farming population.
In this issue, among others, we bring you our preliminary FAIOTHe
hopes of increasing rice yield through the technology called System of Rlce Intensmcatlon
(SRI). While much remains to be done to reap the benefit by a large section of farmers, SRI is
certainly one technology that a small holder farmer could boost his/her production. In
addition, we also bring you some of the experiences and views of our extension colleagues in
the dzongkhags.

RC Bajo Muensel provides a platform for the researchers and extension agents to share their
experiences, constraints, views on farming. When we started 6 months ago, | thought there
will be no dearth of news articles and we will be inundated with articles from the region. On
the contrary, we are receiving fewer articles from extension; this issue has at least three
articles from extension. | assume that the lack of awareness of this Newsletter is the main
reason for not contributing articles. So, | encourage all our extension colleagues to use this
platform to provide your feedback on the technology you promoted, on the farming issues
that require attention and to share your own hard work in the field.

Let me also avail this opportunity to thank all the authors who have contributed articles in
this issue and the Editorial Committee for bringing the issue on time.

I hope all the readers will find our articles in this issue of Muensel interesting and informative.

Tashi Delek!

Sangay Duka
Program Director
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FROM THE EDITORS

This is the second issue of RC Bajo Muensel, our newsletter from the west-central region.
The newsletter is a platform to share field experiences and technological innovations that are
generated at the research centre and validated through on-farm testing. We realize that the
technologies developed by research centres often remain unused and unknown to the
extension personnel and the farming community. This defeats the very purpose of technology
generation and use. We hope RC Bajo Muensel will help in creating awareness and in
dessiminating our technologies to our clients.

While technology dessimination may be seen as a one-way process, we equally wish to
receive feedbacks on the utility and applicability of our technologies from the field. Such a
process will help us refine and modify our technologies to suit field realities and to enhance
their rate of adoption. A constant flow of information and communication amongst the
researchers, extensionists and farmers is indespensible.

We have been trying our best to gather news articles from the field and this is reflected in the
increased number of contributions from our extension colleagues in this issue. We are
convinced that our extension colleagues have a lot to write about and share, and we will keep
on urging them to do so.

As usual, we welcome comments, feedback and constructive criticism in our effort to
improve the future publications.

Tashi Delek!

Editors: Mahesh Ghimiray, Sangay Wangdi and PP Nepal

Layout and design: Sangay Wangdi

Readers can send their feedback, suggestions and comments pertaining to the newsletter
to the following address.

The Regional Research Communication Officer
RNR-RC, Bajo
Wangdue Phodrang

Phone: +975-2-481209, 481260, 481243
Fax: +975-2-481311
Email: rchajo@druknet.bt, rcbajomuensel@gmail.com





























































